SEMINAR REPORTS

20 October 2003

Patric Dickinson

Heralds as Courtiers

As Mary Hollingsworth (Seminar Secretary) pointed out in her introductory remarks, this was a rare example of a seminar speaker giving a paper on a subject about which he had personal experience.  Now Richmond Herald and Secretary both to the Earl Marshal and to the Order of the Garter, Patric Dickinson has been an official of the College of Arms for the past twenty-five years.  He began by explaining that each Christmas he visits the Chapel Royal to claim his allowance for ‘attending’ the Queen, even although Her Majesty is never present and all he has to do is to appear on the day.  The only reason he does so is to perpetuate a tradition dating back to the fourteenth century.  This neatly illustrated one of his main themes which was that, although the modern English heralds are still nominally part of the Royal Household, their duties rarely bring them into contact with the Royal Family.  This is in contrast to their role in earlier centuries.  The early sixteenth century was the heyday of the heralds as courtiers and he cited Sir Thomas Wriothesley as the pre-eminent example of a Tudor courtier-herald.  These earlier heralds were particularly important as chroniclers and record-keepers.  To illustrate this, a number of the more important manuscripts held by the College of Arms were discussed.  Today heralds take part in only the very grandest royal events, such as coronations, state funerals, the reading of proclamations and the State Opening of Parliament.  The speaker concluded by saying that he regarded the Golden Jubilee service at St. Paul’s Cathedral in June 2003 as the highlight of his career and that, as he expects to be retired long before there is another coronation, it is likely to remain so.  AB
15 December 2003 

William Purdue (Open University)

Monarchs of the world 1850-1914: the invention of tradition?

William Purdue discussed whether the phrase 'invented tradition' could be applied to the nineteenth-century monarchies in Thailand, Japan and the Ottoman Empire.  Were they passive and reactive, or innovatory and creative?  The emergence of Japan as the only non-European great power was due to the restoration of the Emperor’s power: the only comparatively smooth transition in these monarchies.  Japan experienced a revolution from above.  The image of the emperor was westernised, as nobles took control.  In Thailand also monarchs were extremely active in the re-fashioning of the monarchy.  The Thai monarchy identified with the nation. This was not an invented, but a constantly evolving tradition. Clarissa Campbell Orr stressed that there was a general re-modelling of monarchy on a world scale.  There was a rehabilitation of old festivals in the nineteenth century.  

 

19 January 2004

Jane Ridley (Buckingham University)

Deconstructing Tum Tum: becoming Edward VII

Jane Ridley, who is preparing a study of the King’s relations with women, determined to get beneath the caricature image and 'expanding waistline' of Edward VII.  He had a damaging and loveless childhood.  Thereafter his personal relations were always an essential part of his political life.  Through much of his childhood, the Queen regnant was the Queen pregnant.  Victoria abdicated much of her role to her husband.  The Prince of Wales during lessons was 'vague' about everything except his right to succeed to the throne.  He disliked all his tutors: his father corrected his diaries.  At an audience with the pope he was more interested in the uniforms of the Swiss guards than in the conversation of His Holiness.  Since his mother demanded to see all his letters, he maintained a secret correspondence with his favourite sisters.  The Prince of Wales compensated for the harshness of his upbringing by repeated sexual conquests which gave his father 'the deepest pain I have felt in this life'.  After his father’s death Queen Victoria refused to share power with her son.  She choreographed every detail of his engagement.  The Prince of Wales considered 'it’s one’s duty not to nurse one's sorrow', and 'one must show oneself in public however irksome it may be'.  Taking on the public role of the sovereign, he became 'the saviour of the nineteenth century monarchy'.  In the subsequent discussion, Kenneth Rose pointed out how much better Edward VII’s relations were with his son than with his parents.  Every minister whom George V received in 1910 after his father’s death found him in tears. 

15 March 2004

Iain Fenlon

Novellara: music and culture at a ‘minor’ Italian Renaissance court

Knowledge of the career of the Flemish composer, Giaches de Wert (1535-96), has been transformed in recent years by Dr. Fenlon’s discovery of his correspondence in the Gonzaga archives at Novellara.  The letters have been published by him in a scholarly edition issued by the Centre d'études supérieures de la Renaissance in 1999.  He used these documents to consider the place of de Wert in the Gonzaga household at Novellara, one of the more obscure Italian courts of the period.  As he pointed out, there was nothing unusual in a musician from northern Europe pursuing a career in Italy at this time.  De Wert married a second cousin by an illegitimate descent of his employer, Alfonso I Gonzaga (1529-89), and he and Alfonso became close friends.  The usual assumption has been that Novellara was little more than a satellite of Mantua, and indeed de Wert moved on to become the choirmaster at the larger court.  However, Fenlon argued that, in musical terms, that assumption is too simplistic; de Wert was a major composer while still at Novellara.  Fenlon also stressed the extent to which music-making at court remained as much an activity for amateur performers as for the professionals.  Distinctions were blurred, with courtiers acting as musicians and the senior musicians being themselves courtiers.  AB
17th May 2004 

John Pollard (Cambridge University)

A Court in exile: the Vatican 1870-1929

Until 1969 there was a full-blown court serving the pope.  The papal coronation was not abolished until 1978.  Although the popes lost control of Rome to the Italian government in the 1870, they maintained a court in the Vatican.  This was a deliberate act of policy.  Pio Nono, who was a noble, saw pomp and ritual as a means to maintain his claim to sovereignty.  There were two nobilities in Rome, the 'blacks' loyal to the pope, and the 'whites' who attended the court of the Kings of Italy in the Quirinal palace. There were also, as there still are, two separate corps diplomatique.  Francis McNutt, a papal chamberlain wrote 'no court is comparable in majesty and sheer beauty to the pontifical'.  The papal court became more ecclesiastical and more international after 1870.  The pope retained 600 guards.  The black nobility, however, slowly declined in status, wealth and loyalty.  The popes instituted new titles of nobility and chivalric orders, in order to reward the foreign faithful.  In reward for his contributions towards the papal finances, a Mellon became a papal marquis.  Such was the rivalry with the Italian court, that the state visit of President Loubet of France to the Quirinal in 1904 led to the French Republic’s break with the Vatican in 1905.  Finally the Lateran treaty of 1929 consolidated changes which had already taken place.  The Vatican became 'a shrine state', serving 'an imperial papacy'.  In the subsequent discussion John Pollard confirmed that the Italian state confiscated papal properties in 1870, thus leading to the papacy’s entry into the world of international finance.  The Vatican ceased to live off its own.  David Starkey asked when the faithful stopped kissing the papal toes.  Pollard replied that some kissed the toes at the 1958 conclave.  Paul VI gave away his papal tiara in 1970.  John XXIII stopped dining alone.  Titles, however, are still awarded by the popes and there is still a heraldic office in the Vatican.  Every bishop has a coat of arms. 

 

14th June 2004 

Roderick Barman (University of British Columbia)

The Portuguese Court in Two Worlds: the corte e casa at Lisbon and Rio de Janeiro 1640-1834

Roderick Barman, author of Citizen Emperor, a life of Emperor Pedro II of Brazil, gave a full description of the development of the Portuguese court and the personalities of Portuguese monarchs.  The court had twenty-six gala days and thirty 'grand gala' days a year.  Through the wealthy chivalric orders of Cristo, Aviz and Santiago, and the creation of grandees of Portugal, the monarchy kept a tight control over the nobility.  After the court moved to Brazil in 1807, however, two thirds of nobles remained in Portugal.  Between 1791 and 1834 the nobility grew in numbers.  Nobles were defined by their office.  In 1800, seventeen offices were held by hereditary right.  Viceroys of India and America automatically became marquises.  After 1834, many nobles opposed the constitutional monarchy and boycotted Maria II’s court.

18 October 2004

Robert Lacey

How enlightened was George III?  The King, the British Museum and the Enlightenment
Robert Lacey set out to debunk what he sees as the ‘myth’ of George III as the greatest of all royal patrons of the British Museum.  As is well known, the king assembled one of the great book collections of the eighteenth century.  After his death, his son, George IV, attempted to sell it, but, perhaps swayed by the offer of government funding for the rebuilding of the Queen’s House, he was persuaded to present the books to the Museum.  There the collection joined the Old Royal Library, which had been given to the Museum by George II as one of the foundation collections.  The ‘King’s Library’ is now the appropriate symbolic centrepiece of the British Library building.  Sometimes explicitly and more often implicitly, historians have assumed that George III had always intended that the books should go to the British Museum, but, as Lacey showed, there is no real evidence that this was what he ever envisaged.  The collection was instead a working library suitable for an enlightened monarch and assembled mainly with the aim of assisting that particular monarch in the task of governing his kingdom.  To clinch his argument, Lacey revealed his latest discoveries from the Royal Archives.  Like those of all British monarchs, the will of George III has never been released to historians.  That remains the case.  However, the Royal Archives have disclosed to Lacey what George III’s will says about his book collection.  When the king drew up the will in 1770, he specified that most of the books should go to his eldest son, then still a young boy.  Thirty-eight years later, by which time he was only too aware of his son’s manifold vices, he attempted to have that provision altered.  His revised wishes were that the books should still go to his heir, but that they should then be retained as a library for the use of their successors.  For reasons that remain unclear, this second will was never signed.  The king’s intentions could not have been clearer.  In the discussion that followed, Peter Barber suggested that George III may have decided against leaving his books to the British Museum after it began selling off the duplicates from the Old Royal Library.  He also pointed out that the duke of York’s disapproval of his brother’s sale of the library may have been because he knew that this was contrary to their father’s intentions.  As William IV, the younger brother would create the third Royal Library, a collection that continues to fulfil the function that this paper had argued George III always intended.  AB
28 February 2005

Maurice Howard (University of Sussex)

William, Lord Sandys of the Vyne: A Tudor Courtier’s Goods

Born in 1470, Lord Sandys had been a Knight of the Body to Henry VII before becoming Lord Chamberlain. A conservative, he was absent from court ‘remarkably often’ in the 1540’s. Henry VIII visited The Vyne in 1510, 1531, and 1535, as did Queen Elizabeth I and the French Ambassador in 1601. Professor Howard discussed the archaeology of this courtier’s house and its royal apartments at considerable length, with the help of the 1541 inventory and of many slides of tapestries and other decorative items. Questions from, among many others, Philippa Glanville, Peter Barber and Nigel Israel, elicited information about the important role courtiers’ gifts played in bringing the English Court into contact with the latest fashions and discoveries from abroad.

